
Grade 8-9 Parent Night



Acknowledgement 
of Territory

We gratefully 
acknowledge that we 
work, play and learn on 
the unceded traditional 
territories of the Katzie, 
Kwantlen, and 
Semiahmoo First 
Nations.



ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Hignell
Principal

Vice Principals

Mr. Kirincic
(A-G)

Ms. Miller
(H-O)

Ms. Garbe
(P-Z)



PRINCIPAL’S 
MESSAGE

Mr. Hignell



https://vimeo.com/836326625

https://vimeo.com/836326625


LTSS Communication 
& Social Media

App: PantherTime

X (Twitter): @LordTweedsmuir

Phone: 604-574-7407

Website: surreyschools.ca/tweeds

• Principal's Blog: 
www.LordTweedsmuirNews.com

Check the website and social media channels 
regularly for school information and updates.

Reminder: contact the office to update your 
email address so that you receive all parent 
email communications. 

https://www.surreyschools.ca/schools/tweeds


Code of Conduct

We expect all students 
to demonstrate:

1. Kindness and compassion

2. Consideration and respect for the right to 

emotional and physical safety of themselves 

and others

3. Responsible cell phone and social media use 

that does not cause harm to others

4. A sense of responsibility and accountability

The full School Code of Conduct is available on the LTSS website

https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds


Smoking & Vaping
It is against the law to smoke or vape in a 
public building. As per district policy:

Students caught vaping or smoking in the 
school will be subject suspension. Vapes / 
cigarettes / paraphernalia will be confiscated 
and may be destroyed.

Note: students who choose to associate with 
others who violate this policy are also 
subject to school-based consequences

No grades 8 or 9s are allowed in the vape / 
smoke pit

There are school and district-based resources 
to help students who struggle with vaping or 
drug use. Contact a school administrator or 
counsellor for more information.

The full School Code of Conduct is available on the LTSS website

Scan here for parent 
resources on vaping:

https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds


School Discipline

At times, it may be necessary to 
implement disciplinary 
measures. 

These measures are reflective 
of the district’s safe and caring 
schools policy, and in alignment 
with the code of conduct.

Any required disciplinary action 
will be aim to be restorative in 
nature, with sensitivity to the 
emotional and physical safety 
of those involved.

The full School Code of Conduct is available on the LTSS website

https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds


Virtual Family Session: 
Establishing Safe, Caring, & 
Respectful Digital 
Communities
This session covers all things digital, 
from how to be a good digital citizen, 
the criminal consequences of 
cyberbullying, and how to report and 
receive support in cases of 
sexting/sextortion. Some of the most 
prominent concerns currently 
surrounding use of social media 
platforms, smartphones, and artificial 
intelligence will be discussed.

Dates

Wed, Nov 8, 6:30-7:30

Tues, Nov 28, 7-8pm

Thurs, Nov 30, 6:30-7:30pm 



Children who are chronically 
absent miss just 2 or more 

days per month.

Missing a lot of school 
is called “chronic 
absenteeism”.

Research shows that 
chronic absenteeism leads 
to a higher risk of:

➢ Course failure
➢ School dropout
➢ Learning difficulties
➢ Engaging in high-risk 

and/or criminal 
activities

➢ Affective disorders
➢ Illness
➢ Social 

disconnectedness
➢ Employment 

challenges



What to do if your child 
is absent:

➢Contact the school 
office to notify them of 
the absence 
➢Have your child pick up 

an Extended Absence 
Form if they will miss 5 
or more days of school

➢Contact your child’s 
teachers to make a plan 
for catching up

If your child’s absences are affecting their progress at school, please 
schedule a meeting with your child’s teachers and/or the 
administration to make a plan…we are here to help!!



DAILY BELL 
SCHEDULE

Notes about the Extended 
Block:

▪ It is regular instructional 
time

▪ The purpose is to allow 
for curricular activities 
that may take more time
 
(e.g. science or cooking labs, 
project work, completion of 
Core Competency reflections, 
performance-based 
assessments, teacher-student 
conferencing, etc)

1st Period

2nd Period

3rd Period

4th Period



Grade 9 Required 
Courses

•English 9

•Math 9

•Science 9

•Social Studies 9

•Physical Health Education 9 

•Careers 9 (non-enrolling)



CAREERS 8 and 9

• Careers 8 and Careers 9 are non-
enrolling courses that are 
mandatory for ALL grade 8 and 9 
students.

• Students receive several short 
assignments to be completed and 
turned in on Microsoft Teams 
throughout the year

• These courses are included on 
Learning Updates and Summaries of 
Learning (report cards)



Grade 10 Required Classes

•An English 10 
•A Math 10 
•A Physical Health Education 10
•Science 10
•Social Studies 10
•Career Life Education 10 



Course Requests
2024/2025 School Year

• Takes place January-February 
(dates TBD)

• Facilitated at school, but students 
can also complete online

• Drop-in support sessions offered at 
lunch

• Students will receive a course 
request form to take home

• Students will request their courses 
online using the MyEdBC Student 
Portal



Any students who 
would like to start a 
club are encouraged 
to contact the school 
administration. 

LTSS Clubs 2023-2024



If your child 
needs support 

at school…



COUNSELLORS
Mr. Thornton (A-C)

thornton_h@surreyschools.ca

Ms. Harris (D-I)

harris_k@surreyschools.ca

Mr. Cameron (J-Mo)

cameron_j@surreyschools.ca

Ms. Allard (Mu-Sc)

allard_m@surreyschools.ca

Mrs. Overgaard (Se-Z)

overgaard_h@surreyschools.ca

For upcoming events, 
information, course 
change forms and 
appointment booking, 
students can scan the 
QR code outside of the 
counselling office.

mailto:thornton_h@surreyschools.ca
mailto:harris_k@surreyschools.ca
mailto:cameron_j@surreyschools.ca
mailto:allard_m@surreyschools.ca
mailto:overgaard_h@surreyschools.ca


SAFE SCHOOL LIAISONS

Chris Abeerah



Youth Care Workers
Jacquie Daigneault

Indigenous Youth Care Worker (Mon, Thurs, Fri)

daigneault_j@surreyschools.ca

Emily Killaly

Indigenous Youth Care Worker (Tues, Wed)

Killaly_e@surreyschools.ca

Karolina Warwick

Youth Care Worker

warwick_k@surreyschools.ca

Laura O’Neill

Youth Care Worker (Mondays)

oneill_laura@surreyschools.ca

Janice Mikkelsen

Youth Care Worker (Connections Program)

mikkelsen_j@surreyschools.ca

mailto:daigneault_j@surreyschools.ca
mailto:warwick_k@surreyschools.ca
mailto:oneill_laura@surreyschools.ca
mailto:mikkelsen_j@surreyschools.ca


Teachers
Ms. Smith

Humanities 8 Dept Head

smith_christina@surreyschools.ca

Ms. K. Robinson

Indigenous Graduate Advocate

robinson_k@surreyschools.ca

Mr. Mitro

Grade 8 Activities Coordinator

mitro_m@surreyschools.ca

All of the teachers and staff at LTSS are here 
to support students so they can reach out to any teacher they feel comfortable with.

mailto:smith_j@surreyschools.ca
mailto:robinson_k@surreyschools.ca
mailto:mitro_j@surreyschools.ca


Math 
Homework 
Help Club 

Drop-in help available 
every Tues/Wed/Thurs 
from 2:30-3:30pm

Tues in room C308

Wed in room C306

Thurs in room C304



If your 
child is 
struggling 
with their 
courses, 
please 
contact 
their 
teachers 
as soon as 
possible.





What is student 
reporting?



Student reporting is the

assessment and 

communication of

student learning to

students, parents, and

caregivers.

The way teachers and

schools communicate

student learning, and the

format of traditional

report cards, are shifting.



K-12Student Reporting

• students are engaged in

meaningful conversations

that help them develop

responsibility forengaging

deeply with their learning

• parents and caregivers are

well informed, involved in

dialogue about theirchild’s

learning, and understand

ways to

support and further student

learning

• teachersprovide timely and

meaningful communication

with students,parents,and

caregivers

Students are engaged in meaningful 
conversations that help them 
develop responsibility for engaging 
deeply with their learning

Parents and caregivers are well 
informed, involved in dialogue about 
their child’s learning, and 
understand ways to support and 
further student learning

Teachers provide timely and 
meaningful communication with 
students, parents, and caregivers

The goal of communicating student 

learning is to ensure that:



Why is student 
reporting changing?



K-12

Student

Reporting

It began with the 

curriculum redesign

➢ BC’s new curriculum focuses on Core 
Competencies, Big Ideas, essential learning 
standards, and literacy and numeracy 
foundations, and is rooted in evidence-based 
research

➢ These skills matter in a rapidly changing future

➢ The new curriculum has been in place since
2019, but report cards and communication of 
student learning haven’t significantly changed for
decades

➢ These changes ensure that the way student 
learning is reported in in alignment with the 
focus of the new curriculum







K-12

Student

Reporting

What is the Provincial Proficiency Scale?

Students in grade 8-9 won’t see letter gradeson their report card. Instead, they will

see a Proficiency Scale Indicator:





K-12

Student

Reporting

What are the Core Competencies exactly?

As you know, our world is constantly changing. It’s still important for students to learn

information, but it’s also important for students to learn how to think, communicate,

and interact with others. This is where the Core Competencies come in. The Core

Competencies are integrated into all of BC’s curriculum, so every day your child goes to

school, they will be building these skills.



What will my 
child’s report card 
look like?



Report cards (Learning 

Updates/Summaries of Learning) will 

include:

information on how your child is doing in each area of

learning based on the provincial Proficiency Scale

written comments (descriptive feedback) on your child’s

strengths and areas they need to work on, as well as their

work habits and behaviour

information on the communication, thinking,and social skills

that your child needs to be successful (Core

Competencies) and your child’s goal setting

information about your child’s attendance







When will my 
child get their 
report card? 







How is my child completing their Core 

Competencies goal-setting and 

reflections?

Students are using Microsoft Forms to complete and 

submit their goal-setting and reflections

A copy of their work will be sent to their SurreySchools email 

address, which can be accessed using Outlook or by going 

to surreyschools.ca

You child’s report card will also contain information about 

how to access this work

https://www.surreyschools.ca/


Preview of the November 

Core Competencies session…



November Core 
Competencies Session

Students will:

• Self-assess strengths in 
each competency

• Provide evidence of 
strengths

• Self-assess challenges in 
each competency

• Set a 1 goal in a 
competency area



Where can I 
learn more?



K-12

Student

Reporting

Scan the QR 

Code or visit 

the BC Ministry 

of Education 

website. 

There you will 

find parent 

resources on 

the new K-12 

reporting 

order. 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/reporting/resources-for-parents-and-caregivers


SurreySchools Parent 
Information Brochures

Information on a range of topics, in 
various languages:

✓Achieving academic success

✓Classroom learning

✓District policies

✓Health and wellness

✓Parent involvement

✓Safety

✓SOGI

✓General information and events

https://www.surreyschools.ca/page/412/parent-information-brochures

https://www.surreyschools.ca/page/412/parent-information-brochures


Communit-e-bulletin

https://www.surreyschools.ca/page/12360/family-events-activities

https://www.surreyschools.ca/page/12360/family-events-activities


How can parents stay involved?

• Join our Parent Advisory Council (PAC)

• Communicate regularly with your child’s teachers (contact 
info on the school website)

• Talk to your child about school

• Monitor your child’s social media activity

• Attend parent-focused events and workshops (such as this 
one!)

• Stay up-to-date with school information 
(website, monthly newsletter, Principal’s message)

https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds/page/53151/parent-advisory-council-pac
https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds
https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds
https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds/page/132587/newsletters
https://www.surreyschools.ca/tweeds/_ci/p/160122


Thank you for all that you do!
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