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Personal Digital Device use Policy

Personal Digital Devices are defined as any personal electronic device that can be
used to communicate or to access the internet, such as a cell phone, tablet, laptop,
or smartwatch. These devices are important tools which can be used to enhance
learning and prepare children for the world in which they will work and live. Personal
digital devices provide support for children who rely on these tools to access
learning through services such as translation, adaptations for Individual Education
Plans, medical support, health needs, or to provide equity of access to resources.
The classroom teacher is responsible for the learning environment in the classroom,
for guiding children to use personal digital devices appropriately, and for determining
when personal digital devices should be used.

The safe and responsible use of personal digital devices is expected by all Surrey
School District students, employees, volunteers, parents, guardians, and community
members who are on school district property or interacting with students or staff.
This includes the following:

e Those using personal digital devices need to abide by the school code of
conduct as well as all Provincial and Federal laws and the British Columbia
Human Rights Code. This includes not using personal digital devices to
engage or participate in bullying or harassment, discrimination, or defamation
of character.

e At both elementary and secondary schools, personal digital devices can be
used during class time to enhance learning at the direction of the classroom
teacher. These devices should be used in a way that is respectful of other’'s
learning and does not distract others in terms of light, sound, or by other
means.

e At elementary schools, it is expected that personal digital devices are to be
put away during non-class time such as recess and lunch. Exceptions to this
are for students who need digital devices for medical or health reasons,
translation, accessibility, or other student-specific reasons.

e Personal Digital Devices should not be used during lock down procedures or
drills. The use of personal digital devices during this time may impact the
emergency safety response.

e Surrey School District staff and students should not be recorded, visually or
audibly, for any reason without their prior consent.

e The Surrey School District is not responsible for lost, missing, or damaged
personal digital devices that students choose to bring to school.




