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Course Synopsis: Exploring Personal Interests through Critical Analysis and Research 1 0 supports students in engaging with dispositions, 
principles, and practices of inquiry at an advanced level as a mode of exploring topics of personal interest that are multi-disciplinary and connect 
big ideas across disciplines and/or extend beyond curricular content and competencies in their core subject courses. Students will learn how to 
create a formal inquiry project proposal - including developing an inquiry question, rationale, objectives, timeline, resources, and means of 
sharing their learning both with peers and with people working in the disciplines/fields in which their projects are situated. They will understand 
and engage in authentic inquiry processes including question development, research, critical reflection, self-assessment, cyclical goal-setting, 
and communication of their learning through multiple modes of expression. Through these inquiry processes, students will develop skills such as 
problem-posing, critical analysis, timeline management, oral presentation, and audience engagement. 







Course Name: Exploring Personal Interest through Critical Analysis and Research 10 Grade: 10 

Inquiry is a means for 

connecting and 

engaging with 

communities of 

learners 

Authentic inquiry 

processes are self­

directed and 

personally meaningful 

BIG IDEAS 

Inquiry is cyclical and 

through exploration and 

critical reflection, 

generates new 

questions 

Engaging with a 

variety of content, 

processes, and modes 

of expression fosters 

flexible thinking 

Inquiry supports holistic 

interdisciplinary and 

experiential approaches to 

learning 

Learning Standards 

Students are expected to do the following: 

• Generate multiple ideas for topics and questions to explore and make
decisions about which are most personally meaningful to them

• Develop project proposals that clearly outline their topic/purpose,
goals/objectives, anticipated timeline, resources needed, and vision for
the project's impact on themselves and others

• Develop capacity to be self-directed and independent in exploring their
inquiry questions

• Use appropriate research strategies relevant to their inquiry exploration
(effective internet searching, primary/secondary resources, citation and
referencing)

• Participate in developing criteria for their projects and engage in self­
assessment of their learning

• Engage actively in reflective strategies including weekly reflections on
their learning and thinking processes; use learning to generate new
questions

• Design effective oral presentations and experiential activities to share
their learning through multiple modes of expression

• Support the class learning community by participating actively in
classmates' seminar presentations and providing feedback to peers

Students are expected to know the following: 

• The cyclical nature of inquiry processes
• Elements of an effective project proposal
• The value and importance of sharing inquiry

processes within communities of learners (both
classroom and beyond)

• Questions to guide reflection on one's inquiry
work

• Strategies for providing feedback to peers
• Ways that authentic inquiry processes embody

Aboriginal worldviews and First People's Principles
of Learning

• Strategies for conducting effective research (internet
searching, primary/secondary sources, citing and
referencing)

• Elements of an effective seminar presentation
• Connections between advanced inquiry learning and

university-level research












