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CCoommbbiinneedd--ggrraaddee  ccllaasssseess::  
LLeeaarrnniinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  

  
CombinedȬgradeȱclassesȱconsistȱofȱstudentsȱinȱtwoȱ
consecutiveȱgradesȱgroupedȱtogetherȱinȱoneȱclass.ȱȱ
Theyȱareȱcommonȱbothȱlocallyȱandȱinternationally,ȱ
withȱ“oneȱoutȱofȱeveryȱfiveȱCanadianȱstudentsȱ
enrolledȱinȱaȱmultiȬgradeȱclassroom”ȱaccordingȱtoȱ
atȱleastȱoneȱstudy.ȱȱThereȱisȱaȱgoodȱchanceȱthatȱ
Surreyȱchildrenȱwillȱhaveȱtheȱexperienceȱofȱbeingȱinȱ
aȱcombinedȬgradeȱclassȱduringȱtheirȱelementaryȱ
schoolȱyears.ȱ

Organizingȱclassesȱtoȱbestȱmeetȱtheȱneedsȱofȱallȱ
studentsȱisȱaȱcomplexȱprocess.ȱȱWhileȱpracticalȱ
factorsȱsuchȱasȱshiftingȱenrolment,ȱclassȱsizeȱandȱ
compositionȱinfluenceȱtheȱformationȱofȱclasses,ȱtheȱ
SurreyȱSchoolȱDistrictȱisȱcommittedȱtoȱcreatingȱ
balancedȱclassesȱthatȱfocusȱonȱstudents’ȱlearningȱ
strengthsȱandȱtheȱneedsȱofȱtheȱwholeȱchild.ȱȱ

Thereȱareȱacademicȱasȱwellȱasȱsocialȱbenefitsȱtoȱ
combinedȬgradeȱclasses.ȱStudiesȱindicateȱthatȱ
childrenȱinȱcombinedȱclassesȱdoȱasȱwellȱ
academicallyȱasȱchildrenȱinȱsingleȱgrades.ȱȱ

Researchȱhasȱshownȱthatȱcombinedȱclasses:ȱ

  allowȱstudentsȱlearnȱfromȱoneȱanother,ȱ
  provideȱmodelsȱforȱyoungerȱstudents,ȱ
  helpȱolderȱstudentsȱseeȱwhatȱtheyȇveȱalreadyȱ

learned,ȱ
  provideȱopportunitiesȱforȱaȱgreaterȱrangeȱofȱ

learning,ȱ
  encourageȱstudentsȱtoȱworkȱtogether,ȱ
  promoteȱsocialȱresponsibility,ȱ
  helpȱstudentsȱtoȱbecomeȱindependentȱandȱ
  fosterȱaȱpositiveȱattitudeȱtowardȱschool.ȱ
.

Studentsȱinȱcombinedȱclassesȱareȱnotȱheldȱbackȱtoȱ
theȱlevelȱofȱyoungerȱstudents,ȱnorȱareȱtheyȱexpectedȱ
toȱhandleȱworkȱbeyondȱtheirȱability.ȱȱInȱeveryȱ
classroom,ȱthereȱisȱaȱwideȱrangeȱofȱskillsȱandȱ
abilities.ȱȱȱChildrenȱmatureȱatȱdifferentȱratesȱinȱ
variousȱaspectsȱofȱdevelopment.ȱTeachersȱareȱ
awareȱofȱtheseȱindividualȱdifferencesȱandȱstructureȱ
learningȱactivitiesȱaccordingȱ
toȱtheȱneedsȱofȱeachȱlearner.ȱ

Childrenȱlearnȱcontinually;ȱ
theirȱintellectual,ȱsocialȱandȱ
personalȱdevelopmentȱdoesȱ
notȱoccurȱinȱdiscreteȱstepsȱ
accordingȱtoȱgradeȱlevel.ȱȱ
Studiesȱhaveȱfoundȱthatȱonȱ
average,ȱaȱsingleȬgradeȱclassȱ
includesȱstudentsȱwhoseȱdevelopmentȱspansȱfiveȱ
years.ȱȱTheȱdevelopmentalȱrangeȱinȱaȱcombinedȱ
classȱisȱnotȱsignificantlyȱdifferent.ȱȱȱ

Withinȱtheȱcombinedȱclassȱthereȱwillȱbeȱchildrenȱofȱ
bothȱgradeȱlevelsȱwithȱsimilarȱlevelsȱofȱ
performance.ȱȱWhetherȱaȱchildȱisȱgiftedȱorȱneedsȱ
considerableȱassistance,ȱeachȱwillȱbeȱchallengedȱtoȱ
excelȱasȱmuchȱinȱaȱcombinedȱclassȱasȱheȱorȱsheȱ
wouldȱbeȱinȱaȱsingleȬgradeȱclass.ȱȱ

Researchersȱhaveȱreportedȱsuccessfulȱlearningȱisȱ
lessȱdependentȱonȱhowȱstudentsȱareȱgroupedȱintoȱ
classes,ȱthanȱonȱtheȱqualityȱofȱinstructionalȱ
practices.ȱ

Forȱmoreȱinformationȱonȱtheȱresearchȱintoȱ
combinedȬgradeȱclasses,ȱpleaseȱvisitȱtheȱSurreyȱ
SchoolȱDistrictȱwebsite:ȱDistrictȱDepartments,ȱ
ResearchȱandȱEvaluationȱDepartment,ȱResearchȱ
CurrentsȱandȱclickȱonȱLearning Together: Research 
into Combined and Multiage Classes.ȱȱ


