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Forsyth Road Elementary School



      
Welcome to the 2019/2020 School Year;

On behalf of the staff at Forsyth Road Elementary, we would like to welcome you back to a new school year.  We hope everyone had a restful summer and spent quality time with friends and family.  As we enter a new school year, we would like to extend a special welcome to the families that are new to our community and our new Kindergarten families that are entering school for the first time.

The first week of school is one of the busiest times of the year.  Teachers are busy creating and establishing an environment that is warm and welcoming, students are busy connecting with old friends and making new ones, and families are busy re-establishing routines to make the day run smoothly.
 
This week, we will be working to finalize class lists with the hope that all students will be in their 2019/2020 classes by Monday, September 9th.  

All the best,

Jane Forbes
Principal

TOMORROW, WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4: 

Grade 1-7 Students: Will attend a FULL DAY of classes. Students will return to the same grade group classroom each morning until permanent classes are made.  They will be dismissed from that same classroom.
Kindergarten Students: Will follow the Gradual Entry Schedule that was mailed out.

BELL SCHEDULE 
Warning Bell:		 8:35 a.m.
Classes Start:		 8:40 a.m.
Recess:			10:20 – 10:35 a.m.
Lunch:			11:47 (18 min. eating time, followed by outside time)
Classes Resume:	12:30 p.m.
Classes Dismissed:	 2:30 p.m.


WHEN STUDENTS ARRIVE AFTER THE STARTING BELL

Students are asked to be at the school by 8:35 a.m.   At this time, the bell will ring to indicate that they should move to their classrooms.  The morning session will commence at 8:40 a.m.  Students arriving after this time must report to the office to be recorded and to obtain a “Welcome Slip” before they will be admitted to their class.  Please make a habit of getting your children to school on time as learning starts right away in classrooms and arriving late can often make it more challenging for students to transition into the day.  School is over at 2:30 p.m. and students are dismissed from their outside door.  Please ensure to pick them up promptly at the end of the day.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]If your child is going to be absent, please phone the school, as we have to speak to a parent/guardian whenever a child is absent to ensure that he/she is safe.  The messages will be checked every morning, so you can call the night before if you know your child will be absent.

SUPPLIES

For the first week of school students should bring a pencil box with writing and colouring items only.  Please leave all other supplies at home until students are in permanent classes, unless otherwise advised by a teacher.

The Creative Packs supply kit orders will be distributed to those students who placed an order last year later this week.  Kindergarten students will receive information about supplies at the parent/teacher conference later this week. Should you require a supply list for your grade 1-7 child, please drop by the office.  Your child’s teacher will let you know if any other supplies are required now or during the year.


SCHOOL PLANNERS

Forsyth Road school planners will be used in Grades 1 to 7.  In the past, students, parents, and teachers have found them to be a valuable communication tool.  Please take time to review the planner as it contains information about the school, including the code of conduct, and the school calendar.  Parents are encouraged to check their child’s planner each night for information, homework, and comments from the teacher.  The cost of the planner is $5.00.  The money will be collected by the classroom teacher once your child is placed in the permanent classroom.

MEAL PROGRAMS
Information about school breakfast and lunch programs will be distributed this week.  The lunch program will begin Monday, September 9, 2019 and the breakfast program will begin Tuesday, September 10, 2019. 

LUNCH BREAKS
Most students stay on the school grounds during lunch.  Of course students are allowed to go home for lunch if they have written parental permission to do so.  If your child is planning to go home for lunch for one day only, please send along a note to his/her teacher to confirm this.  If your child will be going home for lunch daily, there is a permission form that needs to be completed at the office; visiting with other students at their homes during the noon hour is not allowed.  We appreciate your cooperation in this matter in order to ensure that your children are safe and supervised during the noon hour.

KEEPING OUR SCHOOL SAFE
Please do not drop students off in the middle of the parking lot.  We have had some near misses and student safety is of utmost concern.  Please walk if you are close enough to the school, or arrive early for a parking spot.  Please do not leave cars abandoned along the fence. This is a drive through area for parents and parked cars limit visibility.  
Please drop off and pick up your children at their classroom outside entrance/exit doors.  If you are planning to enter the school for any reason, please register at the office and obtain a visitor’s badge before going to your location in the school.  
Typically students bring their lunches; however, sometimes parents need to deliver a student’s lunch to the school.  Please bring lunches, marked with your child’s name and division, and drop if off on the Lunch Table by the office. 
Overall, we would like to thank parents for their co-operation with adhering to these security expectations and procedures.  

THE OFFICE
Ms. Ellis and Mrs. Burden are our office clerks.  They are more than happy to answer any questions you may have.  So please don’t be too shy to call or drop in.  The school phone number is 604-588-8394. 

ON-LINE SCHOOL COMMUNICATION TOOLS
Website:  Please visit our school website often as we will add upcoming announcements and newsletters on a regular basis.  
1. Visit www.surreyschools.ca/forsythroad
2. Find ‘E-Mail’ at the bottom of the page.
3. Enter your e-mail address and hit ‘submit’
4. Check your e-mail (inbox or junk mail)
5. Please click on the ‘click here’ link, which will take you to the Surrey Schools Website confirming your subscription.
6. You will now receive an email whenever a newsletter is uploaded.
School Link App:  Please see the attached instruction to sign up for the School App on IOS or Android, which alerts you whenever the website is updated.
1. Go to the App Store or Play Store and search for Schoollink.  Download the Free App.
2. Click ‘Add School’ and Find Forsyth Road Elementary and click ‘Add this School’.
3. Check off the alerts you want to receive.
4. You will now receive notification whenever the website is updated.

UPCOMING DATES 
Sept. 03		School opens (10:00-11:00)
Sept. 04		Full day for Grade 1-7 students (8:40-2:30)	
Sept. 09		Lunch Program Starts
Sept. 10		Breakfast Program Starts
Sept. 16		K students begin attending full day (8:40-2:30)
Sept. 16		Strongstart Begins (8:30-11:30 Monday to Friday)
Sept. 20		Terry Fox Run for students and staff (Tentative)
Sept. 26		Fall Picture Day		
Sept. 26		Open House: 5:30 to 6:30 
Sept. 27		Orange Shirt Day
Sept. 30		Non-Instructional Day #1: students not in session

IMPORTANT DATES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
Non-Instructional Days:
September 30, October 25, November 8, February 21, May 1, May 25
Early Dismissal Days (1:30pm):
October 22, February 20, May 13, June 25
Holidays:
Thanksgiving: 			October 14
Remembrance Day: 		November 11
Christmas Break:		December 23 – January 5
Family Day			February 17
Spring Break: 			March 16 to 27
Good Friday/Easter Monday: 	April 10 and April 13
Victoria Day: 			May 18

**MOVING FORWARD, ALL NOTICES WILL BE SENT OUT ELECTRONICALLY**
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