


THE YEAR AHEAD

• What to expect….a mix of emotions with this being an end of a 13-year journey

• What to expect….

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At this point, it is past a cliché, but these are unprecedented times and it goes without saying that none of us know what this year will hold for our graduating class of 2021. Please know that we are going ahead with plans to create the full experience expected. We want to honour this milestone of life for your children. At the same time, we prioritize safety for students, staff and family, so we ask for your understanding if we need to make adjustments along the way. 



ATTENDANCE AND CLASSES

• ENSURE THEY STAY LOCKED IN

• ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT

• LATES ARE NOT AN OPTION AT THIS LEVEL AS THEY PREPARE FOR POST SECONDARY



LIFE AFTER JH
• Many options for our students

• Work and Education

• Post-secondary help – careers and counsellors

• Parents – your supportive role

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we progress through this year, the importance of having a transition plan increases. Life is full of opportunities and the options in front of your children can be overwhelming. While many graduates will follow familiar paths and become our future teachers, doctors and lawyers, most will find their own paths and move between careers in business, support services along with other endless possibilities. Some will transition directly to the workforce, while others post secondary education and others the ultimate dream of travelling and creating experiences during a gap year.
All paths will require guidance. This is where you and our student support team come in. Please encourage your child to connect with their counsellor and talk to our Careers department to make sure they have a well developed plan for life beyond highschool.



2025-26 GRAD 
REQUIREMENTS
• Provincial assessments (required)

• Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment

• Grade 10 Literacy Assessment

• Grade 12 Literacy Assessment

• Courses
• For more information see Ministry website

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/graduation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Throughout all the uncertainty, what is certain is there is a clear path to graduation. All students wishing to earn a BC DOgwood Diploma require a minimum of 80 credits to graduate. Since courses are generally 4 credits each, quick math tells us that your child needs 20 courses at the grades 10 through 12 level. The Dogwood is the BC Diploma issued to all students who complete the requirements shown. There is also a second diploma earned called the Evergreen Leaving Certificate. If your child qualifies for that certificate, that information would have been communicated with you. It is worth also mentioning that there is a third path called the Adult Dogwood, but again, this would be communicated with your child if it was the best path for them. 



SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES
• Coordinator: Ms. Crocker, Ms. Petterson, Ms. Beyer

• Communication: School Website & EagleTime App

• Grad 2026  Scholarships  /  Post-Secondary

• Post-Secondary & Scholarship 

• Check out the 2025-26 Grads Scholarships and Awards team

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Along with her other roles in the school, Ms. Hayler is responsible for ccordinating Scholarships and Bursaries. There are tens of thousands of dollars provided to support student's post secondary plans. Some of the awards are targeted to specific skills such as District /Authority Awards that recognize excellence in Art, Athletics, Trades, Languages, ADST and Community Service. There are also awards that target students with academic success, financial need or meet a plethora of other criteria. It is worthwhile to spend time with your child to review the possibilities and encourage your child to reach out to Ms. Hayler in the IB Centre. 



WHERE TO L         
K

•‘SCHOLARSHIPS 2026’ TEAM 
IN MICROSOFT TEAMS

•SCAN THE QR CODE 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
POSTED ON TEAMS 
OR POSTED 
OUTSIDE OF THE 
CAREER CENTRE OR 
COUNSELLING AREA 
TO TAKE YOU TO 
THE LIST OF 
SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES







ADDITIONAL 
PLACES TO FIND 
SCHOLARSHIPS

•SCHOLARTREE.CA
•YCONIC.COM
•SCHOLARSHIPSCANADA.COM
•STUDENTSCHOLARSHIPS.ORG
**DO NOT USE YOUR SD36 EMAIL ADDRESS**



WHAT CAN YOU DO 
NOW?

• DOWNLOAD AND WORK ON YOUR 
JOHNSTON HEIGHTS SECONDARY 
STUDENT PROFILE

• KEEP UPDATING YOUR PROFILE PAGE 
TO ENSURE YOU DON’T FORGET 
ABOUT ACHIEVEMENTS AND YOUR 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
SCHOOL/COMMUNITY.

• THIS PROFILE PAGE SHOULD BE 
GIVEN TO YOUR REFEREE TO CREATE 
A STRONG REFERENCE LETTER.



POST-SECONDARY
• We will be having our post-secondary event in November, but you need to check this weekend 

for application deadlines.

• A few post secondaries will be here on October16, at the open house.

• Other Post-Secondary visits in CLC classes.

• Student responsibility – registration deadlines

• Please note that Douglas College Foundations of Nursing Program registration opens October 1st, 
2026.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Previously, we would have Post-Secondary institutes share their programs with our students in person. Obviously this too has changed and we are looking at hosting a Virtual Evening October 16th. Again, please check the website, and have your children follow JH Careers on Instagram.



OCTOBER 1ST

• APPLICATIONS OPEN ON OCTOBER 
1ST FOR MOST POST-SECONDARY 
INSTITUTIONS. 

• DON’T DELAY! BE SURE TO APPLY 
EARLY ON AS MANY OPERATE ON 
A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVED 
BASIS. ONCE THOSE SEATS FILL UP, 
IT’S TOO LATE! FOR EXAMPLE, 
DOUGLAS COLLEGE’S NURSING 
PROGRAM FILLS UP QUICKLY! 

• FIND OUT WHEN THE 
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR YOUR 
SPECIFIC PROGRAM AND APPLY 
FIRST THING!



HELPFUL RESOURCES 
EDUCATION PLANNER BC – YOUR PLACE TO TO PLAN, SEARCH, AND APPLY FOR POST SECONDARY 

INSTITUTIONS IN BC!

     HTTPS://WWW.EDUCATIONPLANNERBC.CA/

POST-SECONDARY BC INSTITUTION DIRECTORY WITH UPDATES AND LINKS TO KEY INFORMATION ON 
EVERY POST SECONDARY BC INSTITUTION

     HTTPS://WWW.POSTSECONDARYBC.CA/INSTITUTIONS/

https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/
https://www.postsecondarybc.ca/institutions/


STUDENT TRANSCRIPT SERVICE & BCEID

TO ORDER TRANSCRIPTS, VISIT:

HTTP://WWW.STUDENTTRANSCRI
PTS.GOV.BC.CA

REGISTER FOR BCEID:

HTTPS://WWW.BCEID.CA

http://www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca/
https://www.bceid.ca/




GRADUATION 
CODE OF 
CONDUCT



COMMENCEMENT
• The Cap and Gown Ceremony (formal event)

• 6:30 pm Thursday May 21, 2026

• Students must be eligible to graduate in order to participate

• This is an optional event coordinated by the school.

• Key School Contact: Ms. Beyer, Principal and Ms. Aslam, Vice Principal

• Commencement Fee: $50 (Chandos rental, cap/gown, professional photo)

• Grads do not require a ticket. Families are given 4 complimentary tickets. Additional tickets will be 
released before the event on a first come first serve basis for $5 cash only. Maximum of 3 extra tickets 
per student.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The second significant Graduation event organized is our Commencement ceremony. Commencement literally means the Beginning. Even though we see it as the end of an era for our students, this is really the beginning of what comes next. Similar to the message around the Dinner & Dance, Commencement is also dependent on rules around large gatherings. 
Last Spring, a team from our staff got together to develop a plan that celebrated our graduates, but did so in a way that kept everybody safe. Led by Mr. Choo, Ms. Lahnert and Mr. Szutu, I was blown away by how great the event worked out, given the framework we were working within. Not only did everyone stay safe, but the students still had their special moment which was then shared as a Streamed Event.

We don't know what this year's ceremony would look like, so please don't book flights for family members to attend. Our hope is to move back to the Bell Centre fro June 21st, but we also know June is a long way from now and thngs can change.



DINNER AND DANCE 
• “The Prom”

• Sunday, May 24 at Newlands Golf and Country Club

• This is an optional event hosted by the school

• No Guests will be permitted for dinner dance or dry grad

• Students are bussed to the event

• Key School Contacts: Ms. Naela Aslam, Vice Principal

• Cost: $125 per person students with outstanding fees cannot buy a dinner/dance ticket



DRY GRAD
• Safe After-Grad Party hosted by Parents; immediately follows dinner/dance.

• May 24th evening and morning of May 25, 2025  from about 11pm – 5am Location TBA

• This is an optional event; 

• Dry Grad Parent Committee (sub-committee of PAC) needs your help!

• Key School Contact: Sue Beyer, Principal

• Cost: $TBA per person



KEY GRADUATION TASKS
We kindly ask parents and guardians to support their students in completing the following key graduation tasks by the 
specified deadlines:

• Grad Portraits:
Portrait sessions will take place from February 14–21.
Booking is now open at artona.com.
All students must have their portrait taken, even if they do not plan to place an order.

• Grad Gown & Cap Order:
The online order form must be submitted by March 6.
Gown and cap pickup will be on May 14.

• Grad Commencement Comment:
This is the personalized comment read aloud as each student crosses the stage.
The online form is due by April 16 and includes a section for phonetic spelling of the student’s name to ensure correct 
pronunciation.

Please check in with your student to ensure these important tasks are completed on time.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I said earlier, I am so proud of our students. They are showing flexibility and resilience. They have adapted their hardwired essence of being social creatures and are finding new ways of feeling connected. As we get aclimated to this new learning model, we hope to find ways of safely bringing back the events that build community and make the year memorable, in all the right ways, for the graduating class of 2021.  
I can appreciate that you were hoping to receive more answers in this presentation, when you likely have just found new questions. If there are questions you would like answered, please reach out. For questions about grad events, please contact me or Ana Lahnert, for questions about graduation plans, please contact your child's counsellor. If you don't know who to ask, you can always email johnstonheights@surreyschools.ca and the email will be directed to the appropriate person. 
Thank you for spending your time with us. We are in this together, so please talk with your children about their plan for the transition from high school and reach out to us if needed.





CONCLUDING COMMENTS

• Our kids need to stay focused and stay positive.

• Keep in mind, things are fluid so dates may change, and events may look different

• We will have a great year!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As I said earlier, I am so proud of our students. They are showing flexibility and resilience. They have adapted their hardwired essence of being social creatures and are finding new ways of feeling connected. As we get aclimated to this new learning model, we hope to find ways of safely bringing back the events that build community and make the year memorable, in all the right ways, for the graduating class of 2021.  
I can appreciate that you were hoping to receive more answers in this presentation, when you likely have just found new questions. If there are questions you would like answered, please reach out. For questions about grad events, please contact me or Ana Lahnert, for questions about graduation plans, please contact your child's counsellor. If you don't know who to ask, you can always email johnstonheights@surreyschools.ca and the email will be directed to the appropriate person. 
Thank you for spending your time with us. We are in this together, so please talk with your children about their plan for the transition from high school and reach out to us if needed.
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