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NEWSLETTER #1: September 3, 2021            

 

              Berkshire Park Elementary School 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
I trust you have all had a relaxing and fun summer with your families and friends.  

The staff and I are looking forward to seeing the children on Tuesday morning.  

Since we are still navigating through a world pandemic, we will continue to follow 

some health and safety guidelines from the ministry.  All grade 4 to 7 students, 

staff,  and visitors are required to wear a mask in the building.  As last year, we will 

continue to strongly encourage our Kindergarten to grade 3 students to do the same.  As you drop off 

and pick-up your children, we would like to encourage you to also wear a mask on the school grounds, 

especially when gathering in large groups.  As a school community, I know we will continue to “be kind, 

be calm, and be safe”. 

 

As you would have noticed, there is currently a lot of construction happening on the east side of our 

property.  The city is installing new water pipelines for the community. The project will continue into 

the fall, which means there will be quite a bit of disruption and traffic congestion around the school.  

In the interest of safety over convenience, please walk your children to school.  If you need to drive, 

please park off school grounds in the neighbourhood.  Please be respectful of people’s private 

driveways and adhere to the road signs.  Foot access by the forest is closed, so follow the posted 

signs and head north to the secured pathway.  We want to maintain safety of all during construction.  

Please see information on the last four pages of this newsletter from Jeni Vlahovic, community liaison 

for Metro Vancouver’s Fleetwood Reservoir and Water Main project.  As the work progresses, I will 

forward updated information to you via our e-newsletters. 

 

PLAN FOR FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (Tuesday, September 7th) 
• Students going into grade 1 to 7 are to report to the same classrooms they were in last year 

from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Some teachers have moved; however, there will be other teachers to 

meet your children, if that is the case.   

• New Kindergarten students to our school are to meet outside the building in the north west 

corner at 10:15 a.m.  There will be some staff to meet you, and the Kindergarten teachers will 

head to the meeting spot after settling their students in their classrooms from last year. 

• Please pick up your children from the same location you dropped them off at. 

• Do not bring school supplies on this first day.  The purpose of this day is to welcome the 

children back to school and to confirm your child’s registration, allowing us to finalize our 

numbers in order to form divisions. 

• If you are not able to attend on the first day, please phone the school to confirm your spot in 

the school. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.surreyschools.ca/berkshirepark


PLAN FOR REST OF THE WEEK (Wednesday, September 8th to Friday, September 10th) 
• New Kindergarten students are to follow the gradual entry schedule 

• All grade 1 students are to line up outside Room 206 (Ms. Le) 

• All grade 2 students are to line up outside Room 202 (Ms. Welch/Ms. Rakhra) 

• All grade 3 students are to line up outside the gym’s east exterior doors by basketball courts 

• All grade 4 students are to line up outside Room 404 (Ms. Rawling) 

• All grade 5 students are to line up outside Room 215 (Mr. Ferguson) 

• All grade 6 students are to line up outside Room 205 (Ms. Gallello/Ms. Wilk) 

• All grade 7 students are to line up outside Room 201 (Ms. Chen) 

• MACC meet Mr. Allinger in Room 210 

• All students will be sent home from the same rooms/location they were dropped off 

• During this week, the staff and I will be finalizing class placements depending on the number 

of divisions the district will allow us to have based on our actual numbers.   

 

SOME GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES:  
• Check Up: all students and staff are required to do a daily health check.  If sick, students 

and staff are required to stay home.  If you have symptoms, get tested. 

• Mask Up: all staff, visitors, and grade 4-7 students are required to wear a mask in the school 

building.  K-3 are also encouraged to continue wearing a mask, as last year.  Ensure your mask 

is clean and dry, is a good fit, and covers your nose and mouth fully. 

• Wash Up: wash or sanitize hands regularly, including as you enter the school, before eating, 

and after playing outside at recess and lunch.  Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds. 

• Back Up: be mindful and considerate of others’ personal space and try to keep your hands to 

yourself. 

• Vax Up: if you haven’t already, register to receive your first and second dose of the vaccine.  

Getting vaccinated is the most effective way to reduce infections and transmission of the 

coronavirus. 

 

• Students should bring their own personal water bottles to school each day 

• No student lunch drop-off at the office 

• If students arrive late, continue to report to exterior classroom doors as last year 

• Parents/guardians who need to meet with staff are encouraged to call and make an 

appointment; all visitors must sign in by the office and wear a mask 

• No sharing of communal food such as a box of donuts, bag of popcorn, etc. 

• If you haven’t seen Dr. Jordan Tinney’s video update around the new Health and Safety 

guidelines, please click the following link: https://vimeo.com/595957425 The main topics 

Jordan deals with in this video are gatherings, protocols, and the notification process we 

anticipate. 

 

SOME GENERAL INFORMATION: 
• Please note that Thursday, September 30th is a new holiday in recognition of Truth and 

Reconciliation 

• Students will be told on Tuesday what school supplies to bring for the first week of school 

• Collection of money for school planners, PAC fund raising events, will all be done electronically 

(more information to come) 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/595957425


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER  
If you haven’t already, please take a few minutes to sign up for our electronic newsletter, which will 

be sent out on the last working day of each month and will include calendar dates for upcoming events 

for the next month of school.  PAC will also be sending updates via an attachment to the school’s 

monthly newsletters.  

 

If schools are closed due to inclement weather or any other emergency response situation, we 

will inform you through this system of communication.   
 

1. Go to www.surreyschools.ca/berkshirepark 

 

2. Scroll down the home page to “Email List” and type your email address in the white box 

and click green “Submit” button.  You will also need to agree to the “terms and conditions” 

by checking off the box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. After signing up, you will read the following message: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. You can also get a free app for iPhone and iPad called SchoolLink. This app will 

allow the school to send push notifications directly to your device. Go to the 

app store, find “SchoolLink” and download the app.  Once downloaded, add  

“Berkshire Park” to your school list, and you will receive a newsfeed of 

anything posted on our website. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.surreyschools.ca/berkshirepark


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FLEETWOOD RESERVOIR AND WATER MAIN 

 
We’re working in your neighbourhood to improve the delivery of clean, safe drinking water 

46639750 

 

PROJECT UPDATE August 31, 2021                                                                         

Dear parents and guardians of students at Berkshire Park Elementary School, 

I am the community liaison for Metro Vancouver’s Fleetwood Reservoir and Water Main project. You may have 

already received information about the project from notices we have distributed to the neighbourhood. I want to 

share this project update before the start of the school year. 

As you may know, Metro Vancouver is constructing the Fleetwood Water Main in the City of Surrey to continue 

delivering clean, safe drinking water to growing communities south of the Fraser River. Water main construction 

has begun near Berkshire Park Elementary School and it will continue for approximately four months until 

November this year. 

I’ve included the project fact sheet as an attachment to this letter. The fact sheet shows a map of the water main 

alignment along 154 Street from Meagan Anne MacDougall Park through the east side of the school grounds, 

west along 94 Avenue to 153A Street and then along 153A Street to 95 Avenue. 

Work will be completed in sections, currently scheduled as follows: 

• August: East side of the school grounds 

• September: 154 Street from the school to Meagan Anne MacDougall Park 

• October & November: Still to be determined 

You will notice some fencing up on the gravel field at the south end of the school grounds. This is our contractor’s 

site office area that will remain in place for the duration of the project. It is fully fenced in with all materials and 

equipment contained inside in order to ensure the surrounding area remains safe for students and the public. 

In order to minimize interruptions to the school grounds, the path from 154 Street has been temporarily closed to 

the public for the contractor to access their site office area. A pedestrian detour has been set up to access the 

school grounds from 93A Avenue. Please see the map below which is also displayed where the path is now closed. 

We are working to minimize impacts of the project on the community as much as possible and will continue to 

provide more information as the project proceeds. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me via the 

contact details on the back of this page if you have any questions or feedback about the project. 

 

 

Jeni Vlahovic 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


