[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]


  




September 09, 2013
[image: image3.png]


CLASS ORGANIZATION

Students have now been assigned to their permanent classes and will begin to get familiar with the classroom routines and expectations.  At the end of last year and the start of this year, teachers met and put a lot of time and consideration into each and every student placement.  Many things are taken into account when placing students in their classes, including:  overall make up of the class, number of boys and girls, strengths of each student,  contractual obligations and best learning environment for your sons and daughters.  A lot of different considerations are taken into account which is why we very seldom move a student to another class unless we have a strong educational reason why the move is necessary.  Although many students like to be with their special friends or don’t want to be in a combined class, these are not considered to be strong educational reasons to justify making the change.  If you feel that your child has been placed in an incorrect class for reasons other than friends or combined classes, please provide your explanation and reasons in writing so that we can again look at the placement.
STUDENT PLANNERS
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All classes (Gr. 1-7) will be using Student Planners  this year.  These Planners are full of interesting information, facts and ideas for success in school.   Please take time to look through them with your child as we have added a variety of school information for North Ridge students. The School ‘Code of Conduct’ is located on pages 6 – 8 of the Planner and once read should be signed by the student and the parents to indicate their understanding of the School Rules. 

The cost of the Planner is $5.50 and should be forwarded with your child as soon as possible so they can begin to use them to record daily messages and assignments.  Exact change or a cheque made payable to North Ridge Elementary is requested.  Students will be called down to the office each morning to purchase their Planners or parents of younger students may come directly to the office to purchase the Planner. 
PARKING LOT
For not using the Staff Parking Lot to drop off or pick up children.  Please remember that the safety of children is our main priority and drive with extreme caution around the school area. 
PAC NEWS – Meeting Tuesday night @7:00 pm
The Parent Advisory Group is holding their first PAC meeting tomorrow night – Tuesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m.  Please come out and help us prepare for an exciting school year for the students.  Children are welcome to attend the meeting.  We have many positions that are available to start the year so it you could spare some time but unable to attend the meeting, please email Mrs. Starr or drop your name off at the office. 
SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE and PICNIC – September 26

This year we will be holding our Meet the Teacher night on September 26 from 6:30 – 7:00.  We will start with a picnic from 5:30 – 6:30 for those families who can join us and then the classrooms will be open from 6:30 – 7:00 to visit and have your child introduce you to their teacher.  We hope everyone can join us (and that the weather stays nice). More information will be coming home next week. 
ASSEMBLY ITEMS

Tuesday we will have our first student assembly of the year.  We will be discussing issues around students’ personal safety and the safety of other students at the school.  These include:

· Students should not arrive at the school prior to 8:15 a.m. and are expected to depart the school grounds by 2:45 p.m. Supervision is not provided for students outside of these hours. Please do not assume that the staff will look after students before and after school as this places an unfair burden on the school staff. During the school day, students are expected to remain on the school property, unless parental permission has been provided, in writing, to allow the student to go home for lunch, or be picked up by a designated adult to attend an appointment.  Supervision is only provided while the students are on the school grounds or on approved fieldtrips. 

· Bicycles, skateboards, scooters and other ‘mobile’ devices used to get to and from school are not to be ridden or used on the school grounds and the expectation is that all students will dismount and push or carry their mobile devices.  Heelies (shoes with wheels) and rollerblades will NOT BE PERMITTED on the grounds or in the school. 

· Cell phones, cameras, iPODS, MP3 players and all electronic devices are not permitted to be visible or used during school hours, unless requested and supervised by the teacher. Cell phones are not to be used during school hours or permitted on the playground.  On occasion, we have had various electronic devices ‘disappear’ from packs or desks so it is strongly advised not to have expensive items as school as we can not be responsible for their disappearance.
· Clothing should be appropriate and free from any inflamatory or inappropriate slogans or photos. 

Please take a moment to speak to your child about these very important items.  
Child Accident Insurance
The Surrey School District does not insure for expenses incurred if a student is injured on school grounds or during school activities, and the Medical Services Plan (MSP) is limited or doesn’t cover some charges.

However, families have the opportunity to purchase private accident insurance through the IAP Kids PlusTM Accident Insurance program, underwritten by Industrial-Alliance Pacific Life Insurance.

The plan’s features include:

· covereage 365-days-a-year, 24 hours-a-day, in or out of school

· coverage of expenses that are limited, or not insured under private or group insurance plans or MSP, including private tutors, lump sum payment for fractures and dislocations, counselling, rehabilitation and more

· coverage of injury-related dental work, including future expenses 

· fully-transferable insurance from school-to-school anywhere in Canada

Optional premium plans cover babysitting costs or a teen’s wages from a part time job, should a student be homebound due to injuries.   For more information, visit  www.iapkidsplus.com
------------------Please complete and return this portion (one per family)------------------

EMAIL ADDRESSES

Newsletters and other important school information will be provided electronically this year in an effort to reduce the amount of paper used over the course of the year. 

Please complete and return to the school so that we have up-to-date emails for delivery of newsletters.  Returns will be entered in a draw on Friday. 
Email Address: ___________________________________________________

Names of children at North Ridge: _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Your name/phone number: __________________________






NORTH RIDGE ELEMENTARY STAFF LIST 2013/14
Principal:

Mrs. Teresa Starr              

Office Staff:
Mrs. A. Kurita (Head Secretary) ,  Mrs. S. Ostrinski (Secretary)
Classroom Teachers
    
     
     Grade

Mr. G. Manak




6/7

Ms. P. Polubinski



6/7
Ms. C. Loh




6/7

Mrs. L. Wensley



6/7

Mrs. J. Martin/Mrs. M. McGee

5
Mrs. G. Widsten



4/5

Mr. J. Mujcin




4

Ms. M. Nomura



3/4
Mrs. R. Campbell


      
3

Mrs. C. Sture




2/3





Mrs. J. Johal/Ms. T. Elfstrom

2

Mrs. H. Jack/Ms. M. Tsuyuki

1/2

Ms. B. Leung




1

Mrs. N. Gooch



1/K

Mrs. G. Krajnc



K
Mrs. K. Sahota



K 

Mr. A. Reed




Multi-grade

Non Enrolling Teachers
Mrs. A. McNeil/Ms. M. Tsuyuki

Learner Support Teacher

Mrs. D. Usselman



Learner Support Teacher

Mrs. M. Gall




Learner Support Teacher

Ms. T. Elfstrom/Ms. S. Sahota

French Intermediate Prep

Ms. T. Elfstrom



Teacher Librarian

Mrs. deSilva




Music Teacher

Mrs. A. Bridger



School Counsellor (Mon/Tues/Thur)

TBA





Integration Support Teacher

Mr. D. Penner




Grade 7 Band Teacher

Ms. D. Kenna




School Psychologist


Ms. K. Wilkerson



Speech Language Pathologist

Ms. R. Dhaliwal



Multicultural Worker
Support Staff






Childcare Worker: 


Mrs. T. McAllister (Wed/Thur)
Aboriginal Youth Worker

Ms. J. Morin
Special Education Assistants:   
Ms. T. Penner, Ms. T. Fisher, Ms. H. Dhaliwal





Ms. J. Blake, Ms. K. Harding, Ms. S. Berkebro



Custodians:



Mr. R. Bhuttar


Noon Hour Supervisors: Mrs. R. Crawford, Mrs. F. Hunter, Mrs. S. Doknick and Mrs. H. Mattu
BELL SCHEDULE





8:30 a.m.	Morning Bell


8:35 a.m.	School Starts


10:15 a.m.	RECESS


11:42 a.m.	LUNCH


2:27 p.m.	Class Dismissed














