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LEADERSHIP IN LEARNING

South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre
Relocation Consultation Information

The Surrey School District is launching a consultation process to hear the feedback, opinions,
and suggestions of students, staff, parents/guardians, and community members on the
relocation of the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre to four alternative programs at
Grandview Heights, Elgin Park, Earl Marriott and Semiahmoo Secondary Schools, as well as a
Hub program. This information will be important in shaping the future of the Learning Centre
model and supports in the South Surrey and White Rock area.

Reasons for Relocation

The current lease of the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre expires on June 30", 2025,
and has not been renewed, and the program is relocating to the four South Surrey/White Rock
area secondary schools. The current program offers a continuous entry and continuous
learning program design. Students attend half-days, either mornings or afternoons, for four
days per week, and there are no classes on Fridays. Students can complete Grade 10, 11 and
12 courses leading to graduation in a flexible school setting. The current school facility has
limitations that restrict educational programming such as no gym, limited library resources, and
very limited elective facilities.

This relocation will continue with the same services and supports for students who attend the
current South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre and will expand on these services and
supports in a significant way. Relocating the program to the four area secondary schools will
allow for the following:

e students can choose to attend school full days and five days per week if they wish;

e programs will be closer to students’ homes providing for enhanced regional access;

e students will have access to a wide range of elective programs;

e students will have access to extra-curricular programs, clubs and athletic teams;

e students can partially or fully transition back to a mainstream educational program when
they are ready;

e students can access an alternative education model without having to leave their
catchment school;

e students can choose to attend the Hub program if an alternative program within a
secondary school will not work for them; and

o students can also attend another Learning Centre or one of Surrey’s Education Services
programs if an alternative program within a secondary school will not work for them.
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Our continued commitment to foster a culture of belonging for each learner will be foundational
to these programs. The focus of these alternative programs will also include creating an
engaging school setting with flexibility in educational programming that allows for
personalization, identifying individual learning needs and offering additional supports where
required.

Financial Considerations

The Surrey School District has a shortfall of approximately $16 million to pass a balanced
budget for the 2025-2026 school year. Based on the 2023-2024 financial results, the annual
cost to operate the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre is approximately $1.88 million per
year with a net deficit of approximately $645,000 per year.

Impact on the Board’s 5-Year Capital Plan

There are 108 students currently attending the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre.
Nineteen of these students live outside the White Rock/South Surrey community. The program
is at 65% of capacity. Approximately 49 students are expected to graduate this June. The 59
students continuing in the program make up less than 1% of the population of secondary
students in the South Surrey and White Rock area, so the four secondary schools will be able to
easily accommodate the number of students who will attend the newly relocated program. No
changes to the catchment boundaries and the district's Five-Year Capital Plan are required.
This will also have no impact on the four secondary schools’ catchment boundaries. Leased
facilities and Learning Centre buildings also receive no capital funding from the Ministry of
Education and Child Care.

Overall growth in South Surrey and White Rock is continuing, and prior to this relocation, the
Board requested funding for additions to Earl Marriott Secondary and Semiahmoo Secondary in
the Five-Year Capital Plan, as well as a second secondary school in the Grandview Heights
area. The Ministry of Education and Child Care has expressed support for a 20-classroom
addition to Grandview Heights Secondary. However, the impact on capacity from the Learning
Centre students joining these schools is negligible and doesn’t change the need for additions.

Listed here are the 5-year enrolment projections for the four secondary schools in the South
Surrey/White Rock area.
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Projected Enrollment 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029
Elgin Park 1479 1544 1635 1678 1736
Grandview Heights 2070 2256 2473 2701 2928
Earl Marriott 1583 1649 1715 1788 1854
Semiahmoo 1682 1747 1790 1831 1888

For adult learners, the district projects about 20 students each year and offers Continuing
Education courses for them.

Board-Provided Transportation

As attending the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre is a choice for each student, the
Surrey School District does not provide transportation. The district does, however, assist
students with transit passes due to hardship reasons. This will continue at the four alternative
programs in the South Surrey/White Rock secondary schools. With increased regional access to
these new alternative programs, students will likely have less distance to travel to get to school.
In addition, the Hub program will be located in a portable at Earl Marriott Secondary, which is
fairly close to the current South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre.

Alternative Community Uses of the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre Site

As this is a leased building, the Surrey School District has no authority over what happens with
the site.

How can you be involved?

Surrey Schools believes that students, parents/guardians, staff, and community members’ input
is an important part of the consultation process. Please review the information in this package
and submit your feedback by completing the consultation survey at
surreyschools.ca/consultations . Alternatively, remove the feedback form from this package and
return the completed survey to the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre, or post to: ATTN:
Continuous Learning Department, Surrey Schools, 14033 92 Ave. Surrey B.C. V3V 0B7

All comments and feedback collected during the consultation process will be summarized in a
report to the Board of Education, which will be presented at the May 14, 2025 Public Board
meeting. All responses can be anonymous, however, feedback from correspondents may be
referred to at a subsequent public forum. We encourage you to share your input and
suggestions during the consultation process.
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The consultation period runs until May 12, 2025.

In addition, an in-person evening forum will be held for students, parents/guardians, staff, and
community members to share their input about the relocation of the South Surrey/White Rock
Learning Centre to four alternative programs in South Surrey and White Rock secondary
schools.

The forum will take place from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on April 15" at Earl Marriott Secondary
15751 16 Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 1S1
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South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre Relocation Consultation Survey
What is your relationship to the district?

Current student at Parent/guardian of Surrey School Other community
SSWR LC current student at District staff member
SSWR LC member

Please provide your comments, opinion, or suggestions on relocating the SSWR LC to alternative programs at the four area
secondary schools and a hub program.

How would you rate each of the following resources and supports in their importance in helping students to be successful when
relocating to an alternative program at one of the four area secondary schools and hub program?

Not at all important A little important Somewhat Very important Extremely important
important

Access to community
supports

Access to social emotional
supports at the school

Flexible schedule

Opportunity to partially or
fully transition to a
mainstream program if
desired

Opportunity to choose
from a wide range of
elective courses if desired

Self-paced courses

Smaller class size

Supporting pathways to
post-secondary, career
and/or vocational
opportunities
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If you think there are additional resources or supports students would need to be successful when relocating to an alternative
program at one of the four area secondary schools, please describe them below.

Please provide any additional comments or suggestions on relocating the SSWR LC to the alternative and hub programs at four
area secondary schools.

To provide feedback, please complete the survey at surreyschools.ca/consultations by
May 12, 2025. Alternatively, remove the feedback form from this package and return the
completed survey to the South Surrey/White Rock Learning Centre, or post to:
Continuing Education, Surrey Schools, 14033 92 Ave. Surrey B.C. V3V 0B7
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