
Useful Materials and Resources 

for the College Search and Application Process A-Z
Recommended resources: 10 Real SAT’s and Loren Pope’s Looking Beyond the Ivy League, the Fiske Guide, Peterson’s Guide, The College Handbook, Princeton Review’s Guide to College Majors, among others.  Most of these books can be purchased at www.Amazon.com or at Chapter’s Bookstores.
COLLEGE SEARCH:

National Association of College Admissions Counselors  http://www.nacac.com/index.html/  offers a student and parent link to good information including college fair schedules.

College View  http://collegeview.com/ features NetApply which helps you access college applications on line and AppZapp which allows you to download customized electronic applications.

College Express http://collegeexpress.com/sign-in/index.html/ a free site with the usual college search, financial aid, and test preparation functions. Includes a link specifically for parents.

Virtual Tours  http://www.campustours.com/ take a virtual campus tour at this site!

Yahoo http://dir.yahoo.com/education/index.html/ links to hundreds of useful education sites.

Parent Soup  http://www.parentsoup.com/edcentral/ useful for parents of all school-age children.  Includes a financial aid calculator and other college related functions.

Beacon http://beacon.www-www.asa.utk.edu/resources/papers.html#others College newspapers offer a fabulous window into the campus athmosphere. This site will locate college newspapers which are available on-line.

Collegenet.  http://www.collegenet.com/ This is one of the best and most comprehensive sources for information relating to all aspects of the college admissions process. Use the "College Search" page to select a list of colleges based on the criteria you enter.

The College Board.  http://www.collegeboard.org/ Far more than just registering on-line for SATs, this offers advice on taking the tests, as well as a college search section and a career search questionnaire.

College 411  http://www.college411.org/ for students and parents with questions about planning for, choosing, paying for and making the most of college.

Petersons    http://www.petersons.com/  far more than just SAT prep, Peterson's has links to summer opportunities, boarding schools, scholarships etc.

Princeton Review  http://www.review.com  a good site with links to the “Apply!” program which offers free online college application software.

The Center for All Collegiate Information.  http://www.collegiate.net/text.html This lists an incredible number of links on many topics.

US News and World Report College Rankings.  http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/corank.htm Includes rankings by department.

College and University Rankings.  http://www.library.uiuc.edu/edx/rankings.htm Includes links to: Top 50 Colleges for Black Students, character-molding colleges, activist colleges, disability-friendly colleges etc. 

Black Excel. http://cnct.com/home/ijblack/BlackExcel.shtml Links to a great number of college-related topics.

SAT/ACT-Optional 4-year colleges and universities. http://fairtest.org/optstat.htm Colleges that do not require the SAT.

Campus Newspapers on the Internet.  

http://beacon-www.asa.utk.edu/resources/papers.html A great way to get a sense of campus life. 

FIELDS OF STUDY:

AAMC Information for Students and Applicants to Medical Schools.  http://www.aamc.org/stuapps/appinfo/start.htm An excellent resource for med school.

AAMC list of Combined college-MD Programs.  http://www.aamc.org/stuapps/appinfo/ba-md.htm  Complete list of accelerated medical programs.

Assoc. of Amer. Veterinary Medical Colleges.  http://www.aavmc.org/ Excellent resource on the field and how to prepare for it.

Cornell Veterinary School Newsletters.  http://www.vet.cornell.edu/admissions/newsletters.htm Useful for applicants to any veterinary school.

Cornell Biomedical Engineering Program.  http://biomedeng.cheme.cornell.edu/ Excellent overview of the field for applicants to any college.

LSAT Admission Council. http://www.lsac.org/ All about applying to law schools.

GMAC MBA Explorer Homepage.  http://www.gmat.org/ All about business schools.

ASEE Engineering college and career.  http://www.asee.org/precollege/default.htm  Explains the field of engineering; helps to select appropriate college.

Computer Graphics. http://mambo.ucsc.edu/psl/cg.html  Links to all university computer graphics departments.

National Portfolio Day Assoc.  http://www.npda.org/ Arts Colleges and when/where they will review your portfolio.

Career Development Manual. http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infocecs/CRC/manual-home.html  Thorough and includes detailed self-evaluation.

JobStar--  http://www.jobsmart.org/tools/career/index.htm  Career Guides Index. Includes a career test. 

JobStar-- http://www.jobsmart.org/tools/resume/index.htm   Resumes & Cover Letters. 

ATHLETICS:

NCAA homepage.  http://www.ncaa.org/  Eligibility and recruiting rules, athletic conferences, college contacts etc.

NCAA Division I recruiting rules.  http://www.ncaa.org/eligibility/cbsa/div1recruiting.html  Every serious athlete should print out a copy of these.

National Letter of Intent.  http://www.national-letter.org/ Explains the process and rules.

NAIA Website.  http://www.naia.org/ More college athletic conferences.

The Official Home of Ivy League Athletics  http://www.ivyleague.princeton.edu/
RowingLinks.com.  http://www.rowinglinks.com/  Links to all college rowing teams.

FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS:
FINAID.  http://www.finaid.org/  Highly-praised site by the Nat'l Assoc. of Student Financial Aid Administrators.

The Student Guide.   http://www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide/1999-0/index.html Comprehensive guide to federal aid.

Office of Postsecondary Education. US gov't site.  http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/ 
FAFSA on the web.   http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/  Download the application. Free application for federal grants and loans.

Sallie Mae calculators.  http://www.salliemae.com/calculators/index.html Useful to plan college costs and payments.

FASTWEB.  http://www.fastweb.com/  Free scholarship search service--it's good!

Scholarship Scams.  http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/edcams/scholarship/index.html  Never pay money for a scholarship. There is a lot of fraud in this field, so check this site.

College Scholarships http://www.college-scholarships.com/  easy access to information on colleges and universities throughout the US, free scholarship and financial aid searches.

Financial Aid Profile  http://www.collegeboard.com/finaid/fastud/html/proform.html  fillout the profile and submit  it online.

Free Calulator  http://www.finaid.org/calculators/finaidestimate.phtml will help you estimate what your Expected Family Contribution will be.

Scholarship Information  http://gen.com/ani/scholarmks.htm  good information and links to scholarship searches.  This page also has an informative link to scholarship scams.

SAT PREP:
College Board  http://www.collegeboard.org/ 
Peterson's  http://www.petersons.com/
Kaplan http://www1.kaplan.com/
Princeton Review http://www.review.com/

Go College  http://www.gocollege.com/ take full length SAT practice tests or shorter diagnostic tests at this site.

Testprep  http://www.testprep.com/index.html
APPLICATIONS TO DOWNLOAD:

The Common Application. http://www.commonapp.org/ Also available on paper and disk 

FAFSA.  http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/  Free application for Federal Student Aid.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES for Grades 9-12:

Peterson's Summer Opportunities.    http://www.petersons.com/summerop/  Comprehensive list of summer schools, camps etc.

Science Training Programs.  http://www.sciserv.org/stp/index-s.htm Comprehensive list of summer research programs on college campuses.

Summer Opportunities.  http://www.andover.edu/summerops/home.html  Lengthy and useful list compiled by Phillips Academy at Andover.

Oxbridge Academic Programs.  http://www.oxbridgeprograms.com/  Very popular summer programs at Oxford, Cambridge and Paris.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES
Canadian University and College Programs. http://www.planetpostcard.com/uniprog/universities.html
UCAS.  http://www.ucas.ac.uk/  United Kingdom colleges and universities. Students need several AP tests to apply.

Cambridge University.  http://www.cam.ac.uk/
Oxford University. http://www.ox.ac.uk/

University of St. Andrews. (Scotland) http://www.fa.org/academic/college/Index.htm
 (AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES LOCATED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES:)
American University of Paris. http://www.aup.edu/aupweb/aup+website/Aup+Website.nsf?Open 30% of students are American, 15% French. Art History and Int'l business.

Richmond University. http://www.richmond.ac.uk/  The American International University in London. 1,250 students from 105 nations.

Kingston University. (England).  http://www.kingston.ac.uk/ Designed for students of all ages and nationalities. Flexible programs.

Franklin College of Switzerland.  http://www.fc.edu/FranklinHome.html A US Liberal Arts College in Switzerland.

European University.  http://www.euruni.be/International business college with branches in most European countries.

TAKING A YEAR OFF BEFORE COLLEGE. 
www.gquest.org   http://www.gquest.org/  GlobalQuest One-semester international program specifically for students between high school and college. 

http://www.upwithpeople.org  http://www.upwithpeople.org/ Organization takes teens on tour around the world giving singing performances, living with host families, and doing community service.

Interim Year.  http://www.andover.edu/cco/interim.html  List of resources with Andover students' evaluations of them.

British American Educational Foundation.   http://www.baef.org/index.htm  PG year at a British boarding school.

Dynamy Internship Year.    http://www.ecotarium.org/cgi-bin/moved?name=Dynamy&to=http://www.dynamy.org/&expires=Mon,+01+Jan+2001/Choose a series of residential internships 

Americorps  http://www.cns.gov/americorps.html  Full-time national service projects; earn a $4,725 voucher to pay college tuition.
College Semester Abroad. http://www.worldlearning.org/csa.html
World-Learning/The Experiment in International Living.  http://www.worldlearning.org/

Habitat for Humanity.  http://www.habitat.org/

Earthwatch.  http://www.earthwatch.org/  Participate in scientific expeditions 

Outward Bound.  http://www.outwardbound.org/index.html  Wilderness trips designed to teach survival, leadership, NOLS (National Outdoor Leadership School). Wilderness trips to teach minimum-impact camping skills and techniques. 

AFS (American Field Service)   http://www.afs.org/usa/abroad.html  Live abroad with a host family and take classes at the university 

Time Out Associates.   http://www.timeoutassociates.com/  A for-fee consultant.

Center for Interim Programs.  http://www.interimprograms.com/  A for-fee consultant.

AND ON PAPER......RECOMMENDED READING

Annotation from the Barnes &Noble web page.

Doors Open From Both Sides:
Margo E. Bane Woodacre and Stephany Bane

Synospsis

A mother and daughter take you through the ups and downs, changes and stresses that occur in the parent child relationship as the child is in the process of preparing for, and leaving for, college.  This is a very accurate accounting of the emotional roller coaster and confusing and challenging time of growth that occurs for both the parents and the student.  
Letting Go: A Parent's Guide to Understanding the College Years

Karen Levin Coburn  Preface by Madge Lawrence Treeger

From The Publisher

Unlike other college guides targeted at students or about the admissions process, Letting Go is a compassionate, practical and up-to-the-minute self-help handbook for parents dealing with the confusing and conflicting emotions of watching their children go off to college. Using many anecdotes from students, teachers and administrators on the lines, the chapters lead parents through the transitional period from junior year of high school to senior year of college. The authors explain the mind-set of today's college students and what their hopes and fears are and offer parents help in figuring out when to encourage their child's independence and when to come to the rescue. With all-new sections on campus life, as well as the latest facts on the Internet and its impact on the admissions process, academics and student life, this is a must-have guide for every concerned parent.

The College Admissions Mystique 

Bill Mayher

 From The Publisher

In this fresh and plainspoken book, Bill Mayher demystifies the process. He covers practical issues, including discovering colleges, narrowing the search, finding financial aid, and using college counselors to the best advantage. And he deals with the emotional issues, since this is a time of transition and growth for the whole family. Finally, he makes it clear that the best college choice is not simply the school that is the most difficult to get into.

Colleges That Change Lives: 40 Schools You Should Know about Even if You're Not a Straight a Student

Loren Pope

From The Publisher

The distinctive group of forty colleges profiled here is a well-kept secret in a status industry. They outdo the Ivies and research universities in producing winners. And they work their magic on the B and C students as well as on the A students. Loren Pope, Director of the College Placement Bureau, provides essential information on schools that he has chosen for their proven ability to develop potential, values, initiative, and risk-taking in a wide range of students. Inside you'll find evaluations of each school's program and personality to help you decide if it's a community that's right for you; interviews with students that offer an insider's perspective on each college; professors' and deans' viewpoints on their school, their students, and their mission; and information on what happens to the graduates and what they think of their college experience. Loren Pope encourages you to be a hard-nosed consumer when visiting a college, advises how to evaluate a school in terms of your own needs and strengths, and shows how the college experience can enrich the rest of your life.

Looking Beyond the Ivy League: Finding the College That's Right for You

Loren Pope

Synopsis 

"If students use size, name, and prestige as the sole criteria for choosing a college, then they may be limiting their opportunities of finding a college that is right for them, {the author argues}. . . . Pope shares his 'personal favorite' colleges and 200 other colleges worth considering because {he believes that} they provide a good experience and help students shape their futures. Chapter-length discussions deal with {such topics as} enhancing high school preparation {and} improving the attractiveness of the applicant and application." (Libr J) Index.

ESSAY TOPIC

50 Successful Harvard Application Essays by the Staff of the Harvard Crimson, 1999

100 Successful College Application Essays by Harvard Independent, 2nd Edition, New American Library

GUIDEBOOKS
Fiske Guide to Colleges by Edward B. Fiske, Robert Logue, Sourcebooks Trade, 2003

The Best 351 Colleges by Robert Franek, Princeton Review

Peterson’s Guide to 4-Year Colleges
The College Handbook by the College Board
10 Real SAT’s, Third Edition by the College Board

